Somewhere in North R ussia

23/9/u2

When I left I just took the bare: necessities and never thought I might like ‘to
write a letter during our stay here, The only writing paper I can find is this log
sheet and a borrowed pen. ,
We left our Hase weeomemcaam—na- about dark and started the flight over here. I
felt very jittery abdut itbut after we got under way things did'nt seem so bad., Ve o
‘were a lucky crew, in fact the trip was wonderful until we got over this country. We ;
were at 8000' and below us were solid clouds and not a break in them, we could'nt come i
“w;jf¥g~fgq; of cpashing into a mountaln, -§o wg we decided to szMLQ~§h§;§hii§_§Q&;_wjé‘
nd follve 1t up, which we did, and finally cime to our destination;but there was no }
" perodrome in sight. Our fuel was getting very low and we started to look for a half ]
decent plase-io-laamd paddy to set down on. We spotted a'hﬁvsh;l hayfield and were {
running up to it when both motors cut  —-out of gas, and down we went in a woods. '
B ——and it is unbelfevable that five men could get out of it withaut
a scratch, and talking about getting out! It took me a split second to scramble oyl
and the rest o f the crew were out ahead ofi me., I never got out of an alreraft faster
"It d4id' nt go up in flames as we expected;l; guesS~cecmcomcmmmeee—mm—aoaae .Nobody
 @aid much for five minutes! We had a cigarette, after which Bert and I.decided to
gee a way out. Wg met about fifteen soldiers not far from the aircraft, Thls was the
first time I was scared, knowing that we were close to the front line and that they
could! nt understand us. It was the first time for me to put my hands up while I
was being searched, and I put them up good-ang,highl After seeing Bert's Aussie badge
and the Canada badge on gy shoulder they became more friendly, but not teking any
chances yet. We went back to the aircraft and they looked the three other fellows over.
" They arranged everything, put a guard over lhe aircraft, got a truck and took us to
a Military Camp, and gave us a bang up dinner. Aft'er dinner we went by trolléy to ]
where the rest of the Squadron were. They too had some trouble on the way. At the L
Yatation while walting for the trolley thare e ghout fifty gathered aroung . I said .
a)t ~¥ne Tellow "Vodka? and away he went and re%ﬁrnea‘wifﬁ a bottle of wine, L
They were very,very nice to us all the time and I sure wished I could speak Russian,

“After a couple of days, one of which we spent at the crash, looking for our personal
welongings, we tocok the train to « Ve had an interpreter with us, I don' t-
know how we would have got along without her, We took a truck after the train at———----

and set out for the drome from which we were going to operate, We have no aircraft

so there'll be no operations for us unless somebody gets sick or hurt.

U p here we are eating R.A.F, supplies and not RBussian food. We spend most of our
time reaking, vutting wood,Wdre in the Arctic Circle and its getting fairly cooll
We've had some snow but it hasn't been 70' yet. Last week we were into the little town
close by and had a shower in the communal bath., I atayed in the steam too.ldng and
then came out in the cold. I've been coughing, sneezing, and eating cough pllls ever
since, ' '

The first of the week the R ussian soldiers put on a condert for us, singing dancing
etec.,It was darned good. :

I have speat quite a few hours in the air raid shelters;l never thought I could run

so fast; I can pass anybody on the way to the shelter.

This is a very rough country and the Russians are welcome to it. We expect to get ‘
Yack soon;if we don't soon go,I Mhink I 'll get into a dugout. The R uskies are in them {v

Hﬁré‘:#jf C L moxne 14 Y purely afwarttmé“méﬁsﬁrif"ﬁﬂ!”Iﬁ””0§Ttaxn1y‘uouIdfbh"much”warmer '

“#ror the long winter. - TR

i 1'11 be glad to get back to get some letters, English papers, rakio,etc., Everybody's
in uniform here! No leave until Victory! We gett en allowance of money from the Ruskiles,
but therets abso lutely nbthing to duy. O?Q can spend. a few roubles for a shave now and

\ again, Ve get 8 ——coeccmemcmaua a couple of times a week, I've had one drink of Vodka

ﬁ“ and it's sudden death! Summerside screech is mild compared to it. The Ruskies sure

-‘ have a total war effort,l think, Everything-for Joe Stelin,
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Still up here in the Arctic Circle. I was into-- y\%&ﬂaq'gnd Whhin
there I ~=-=<~but I doubt if she'll ever get Zhmxmx it There's not

at all to do in tie city, We spent most of our time in the Arctic hotel s modern Spot
We had tea biscuit, dish of camned fruit, and two glasses of kmmxy win each.| I 0%
rid of a few of my roubles. They don't seem to care about money at all, I supljpse
‘there's notfing they can buy. I'm getting quite a few air raid shelter hars up. Ther
are some funny things happen on the way and in those shelters and they an the S?W”ce
of much laughter after the raid is over. Jerry can stop bombingieny time Aw. We'\l
. Tind some other way of amusing oursélves, _
R Jemame e cedteccecccceachave a letter or paper to read right now. There Smulc
be some letters for me by the time I get back, which I hope is soon, | 1
During a dog fight yesterday over the aerodrome an aircraft was shot up, the F&
bailed out and the aireraft came down and erashed into the buildinge-emmemneeme=—=" \I
there were no people in it at the time, Lots of excitement every day! On a Dicik_,x
*clear night I don't undress st p)lsiit daonp=t ¥y} heard thenp&uﬁ*“““”mrf:jf._ﬁn
RN 1vf*a°ﬁéﬁ#m4uunuﬁéfkiiby " "Ga“¢&ff‘fgt; The war fan't ove yet anyway!
" I've seen two shows lately and although I couldn't understand the laiguege I got ti
drift of the story out of them, The R uskies also put on a musical evening for usg

two nights ago,
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It has been quite a few days since I altted anyt:ing to this note. There imn't
£y much happening apart from cuttihg enough wood for oukgslves, going to the commu
sath housetwive g week, ‘doing our laundry, etc,.
; We had two
; ' Joe




