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Big Bombers’ Gunners
Highly Important Men

Are Much ‘\lorr Than Mere “Bullet-Tossers,” Acting

and General “Pepper-
lppern” When Enemy Night Fighters Are Cruis-
ing About.

WITH THE R.CAF. SOME- brucken. They'd just finished

WHERE IN ENGLAND, Seot. 14 o unnery Jeader's ofice where

e

(C.P)—These fellows who handle o yo Grawing charts for guid-

the guns in the giant two and ance in air combat. The pictures

{our-mowred bombers of the showed the procedure for evading
CAF. e mighty important. beam attacks. They g a good

e much more than just idea of just how u-npon-m l rear

bullet-tossers. They are the “eyes” gunner is in a bomber crew.

of the ‘The pictures (howed a Nazi

pepper-uppers when night Aghters| Sehter swinging In en s bomber

are abou! rom the rear and on the PDI’L side.

The Dllal is the skipper of a Thlsls“h it the gunner would tell
bomber but there can be times the pilot: “Jerry—1,000 yards, port
high up in the darkness on the hsm, 200 feet up—turning in fc
v\ay to and from Germany in these | 1 attack—900 yards—700 ya

g bomb-¢ Cﬂrners when the gun- | prepare to turn to port, prepare
nemull'h urns. | to turn to port.”

A This station 1 the Mldlands‘ That's the time when the gun-
the gunners of one Canadian| ner is calling the turns. He's the
squadron have three Nazi fighters “holler guy” of the team. He's
to their credit. They are scored |got to be precise though,

wall in the gunnery quick, in what he tells the pilot
leader’s office for Sgt. Don Morri- and the rest of the crew.
son of Chalk River, Ont., who now Have To Keep Talking.
is back in Canada, Sgt. C. W.  “You see youwve got to keep
Robinson of Moncton, N.B., and talking” said Harling. “There’s
Fit. Sgt. Pat Murphy of Halifax. a basic commentary we all use
Th
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> ab
ronto, PO. Arthur MacMillan of all you've got to keep talking. If
Winnipeg, Fit. Sgt. Ernle Burnett | you don't, the boys will think
of Toronto, all kids who go to | you've ‘bought it
briefing, learn their target s just another way of say-
then sail out Into the night with ing the Nazl fighter has clipped
a wave of the hand. the rear-gunner with a bullet.
Youa think nome of them ever | -Yes." sald MacMillan, & biue;
gave a thought to the chance he  eved sandy-haired youth.
might make it or he might not. | to serve sodas in a Portage e
chaps are rear-gunners, drug store back in Winnipeg.
tailend Charlies. ' They sit out|+Once youve evaded him youll
in the tail of a Wellingion all by try to line him up for a burst.
themiseivee) With! thele” fous x\mn‘An yway, you'll keep your eye on
in a revolving turret. They've |him. Otherwise he may be on you
g0t & good view there—but not |again.”
much future, On the walls of the room were
Sooner or later somebody calls | silhouettes of all types of ene
them “four-gun Joe” or Bob or Planes and ships. These fellows
whatever their name is. It's be- have:to know what they are at

are jammed in with just about|tunity th!Yre likely to get uj
foush space fo take a deep ihe night

breath and their four guns. Not only that they've got to be
front, gunnes | Tas ‘Gily twe able to say right off aad scourately
‘weapons. | just how far away an approaching

Eager to Make Trips. |plane is. The boys practise that

Most of the fellows want toin thc gunnery room with model
complete their tour of operations ' Plant
s possible.  Toey dous|  These Iads think the Nasis are
care if they work every night just turning more and more o night |
20 long as they get their fying fabters for defence. Just in the
hours in in a hun few months there have been
16 takes” about 30, trips into|mors in sight over German target
Germany and back before air crew n before
Ten are pulled off operations and| “IUs. Belting tough over there.”
given a stretch of instructing. |sald Freestone, a drawling kid
Harling was a from Toronto o e ey
ngem Over here  hair at
oni gunner but | The gunners g,
he th‘nsed Eretohthaeal posi- | If they are down for fiying that
tion because he thought he'd get Dight they probably practise rifie
more work to do. ooting or trap shooting before
he and MacMillan came | R e
over to Britain with the first .u-‘hu at night, when they are head-
Canadian squadron, Burnett was Germany, they give their
with that outfit too. They flew in | guns another test over the Chan-
co-operation_planes be!are'nl
ng on to this bomber form \H"You
@

tears do Gal” el

Jant to be sure
On this particular day they were | you fas dmp Calling cards it 3o
getting ready to go to Saar- have
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