THE McKENNA FAMILY

The ancient Gaelic name now most commonly found in English as
McKenna was MacCionaodha meaning "the son- of Clionaodh." The name
_1is said to have been adopted as the family name by the descendants
of a 10th century chieftain called Cionaodh.

The McKenna family are of Celtie stock and trace their origin
to Colla de Croich, the founder of the Kingdom of Oriel, and progenitor
of most of the Kings of Ulster and many of the High Kings of Ireland.
Cionaodh's ancestors belonged to the southern Ui Niall clan whose territor-
ies comprised the Kingdom of Meath and parts of the midlands.

It is somewhat surprising, therefore, to find that the ancestral home
of the McKennas is the barony of Truagh in the County Monachan, which was
traditionally northern Ui Niall domain. Probably their kinship with the
O'Neills had something to do with their settlement in this area.

It is in Truagh that we find the name most frequently today. In
fact, there are so many families of the same name that they have to re-
sort to nicknames and patronymics to distinguish them. The name McKenna
is also fairly widespread throughout Ireland.

While Irish annals show that the family produced many scholars and
churchmen, it had its quota of soldiers and adventurers too. Major
McKenna was 2 noted commander in the Jacobite army. His grandson, Abbe
McKenna was a chaplain to the Irish Brigade at the famous battle of
Fontenoy in 1745. Patrick McKenna, a soldier in Napoleon's army accom-
panied Wolfe Tone on the Bantry expedition in 1796 and was adjutant to
Napper Tandy in the 1798 rebellion.

In the Hew World, perhaps the most famous was General John McKenna
(1771-1814). Borm in Clogher, County Tyrone, he studied in Spain, he
became a noted engineer and joined the Spanish Army. Going to Peru, he
became a Governor, and later with O'Higgins, a leader in the revolt
against Spain and Chief of Staff £ Riaff of the Chilean Army. In the
United States Joseph McKenna was a Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.
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Our direct and continuous known lineage starts with Frank McKenna
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who was born in Ireland in 1828 o fHe came to Pr?nce Edward Island in
1839 th his mother, father, and six brothers. On a return trip to
Ireldnd the father died aboard ship. The family later returned to
Prince Edward Island and settled on the shores of Northumberland
Strait.

In 1849, Frank McKenna journied to California during the gold
rush to seek his fortune. It is interesting to note that he did accumu-
late some wealth but it was on a ferry boat in San Francisco, probably
accommodating the hoards of gold hunters ratherthan doing the digging.

He returned to Prince Edward Iéland a rich man by the standards
of those days and naturally became the target of marriage-minded
women. The Philadelphia born Anne McKeever was one such belle. She
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travelled to another parish to attend Mass one Sunday with the hope of :‘
meeting Frank. The venture was successful and they wére later married. He i:,
built a fine home on the shore in Prince Edward Island and they had —
eight children. e
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1. Mary Ellen,married B. Fitzsimmons -~ 5 chlldren (,/ oo, /Q(/u
2. Ada, mun - ‘7L % ":A;' — —,,/ F T
3. Fannie married J. Trainor - 8 children [f'frf r‘}'—h”“/ .
L. Margaret, mun — /Ti7 !

5. Charles William married Bertha Marshall - 8 childrem -7 T

6. Veronica, nun /g:q ¢ 5 4
7. Frank, 8 children \C:?{ 28 ”'1’17
8. Lavinia married J. Trainor nephew of Fannie's husband,ﬂaﬁ_/<57
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THE McKELVER FAMILY

Very little is known of this branch of the family but it
is thought that the McKeevers originated in Scotland and later
migrated to North Ireland.

Hugh McKeever, born about 1800 in County Monaghan, Ireland,
immigrated to Philadelphia in 1825 but returned to Ireland in 1837.
He married Mary Quinn, also from Ireland and had four children in
Philadelphia.

Children:

1. Michael, born 1827
2. Hugh
3. Owen o
I z. o T
ke Anne born in 1832, - Jduf 1977 &
Anne McKeever left Philadelphia with her parents in 1837 to
return to Ireland. The family soon returned but this time to

Prince Edward Island, just north of Nova Scotia.
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