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Home State

Connecticut

Year of
Birth
1956

 

This Military Service Page
was created/owned by
MSgt Richmond Vlymen
(Papa Pitt) to remember
Morel, William E., III, Lt
Col. 
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 Unit Assignments/ Advancement
Schools

 

Morel, William E., III, Lt
Col
Deceased

 
 Service Photo  Service

Details
Last Rank 
Lieutenant
Colonel

Last
Primary
AFSC/MOS
11FXX-
Fighter Pilot

Last AFSC
Group
Pilot

Primary
Unit
1998-1998,
391st
Tactical
Fighter
Squadron -
Bold Tigers

Service
Years
1974 -
1998

 Last Photo  Personal Details 
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If you knew or served
with this Airman and
have additional
information or photos to
support this Page, please
leave a message for the
Page Administrator(s)
HERE.

 
Contact Info

Home
Town
Hartford

Last
Address
Mountain
Home AFB,
Idaho

Date of
Passing
Oct 21,
1998

 

Location of
Interment
Not
Specified

Wall/Plot
Coordinates
Not Specified

 Military Associations and Other Affiliations

 Additional Information

 Colleges Attended 

 My Aircraft/Missiles 
2014, In the Line of Duty

Last Known Activity
Date: 21-OCT-1998
Time:  
Type:

McDonnell Douglas F-15E Eagle
Owner/operator: 366th W 391st FS USAF
Registration: 89-0497
C/n / msn: 1144/E119
Fatalities: Fatalities: 2 / Occupants: 2
Other fatalities: 0

 1974-1974, 99000, Lackland Military
Training Center (Staff)

 
1974-1974, 27230A, Technical Training
Center - Keesler

 1979-1979, Officer Training School
(OTS)

 1993-1995, Headquarters Command
(HQ USAF)

 1997-1997, Marine Corps War College
(Student)

 1998-1998, 91C, 366th Operations
Support Squadron

 1998-1998, 366th Fighter Wing

 1998-1998, 391st Tactical Fighter
Squadron - Bold Tigers

 1974-1979, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University

    

 
1994-1996, F-111 Aardvark

 
1994-1998, F-15 Eagle/Strike Eagle
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Airplane
damage:

Written off (damaged beyond
repair)

Location: McDermott State Airport, Oregon - 
   United States of America

Phase: En route
Nature: Military
Departure
airport:

Mountain Home AFB. Idaho

Destination
airport:

 

Narrative:
Crashed near McDermott State Airport, Oregon, USA
on Oct 21, 1998. Both crew died.

The pilot, Lt. Col. William E. Morel III and the
instructor WSO, Capt. Jeffrey K. "Flounder"
Fahnlander were part of a formation flying a night
training mission for surface attack tactics. The
exercise involved low altitude night reactions to
simulate enemy threats.

According to the accident board, the crew became
spatially disoriented. During a simulated surface-to-air
missile attack, Morel and Fahnlander unknowingly flew
their airplane to a nose low position, outside the limits
of their terrain-following radar. The position of the
airplane prevented the TFR from arming and providing
automatic fly-up protection. Visual cockpit warnings
may have been missed by the crew. When the "low
altitude" voice warning sounded, it was too late to
recover from the steep dive.

Sources:
Scramble
http://www.f-15e.info/joomla/history/2296-f-15e-
losses#0-6-airframe-89-0497
http://www.ejection-
history.org.uk/Aircraft_by_Type/f-15.htm
http://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1989.html

   
Other Comments:

Morel, William E. III Lt.
Col.
November 01, 1998

MOREL, William E. III Lt. Col.

Lieutenant Colonel William E. Morel, III went to be
with our Lord on (Oct. 21, 1998). He was the acting
Commander for the 366th Operations Support
Squadron, and a Command Pilot in the F-15E Strike
Eagle assigned to the 366th Wing at Mountain Home
AFB, Idaho. He was on a routine nighttime training
mission when his plane crashed in the southeast
corner of Oregon. William was born to William E.
Morel, Jr. and Emily F. (Jacques) Morel in Hartford,
May 15, 1956. He attended Conard High School in
West Hartford. He enlisted in the Air Force as an Air
Traffic Controller in August of 1974, working his way

http://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/dblist.php?Country=N
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up to the rank of Staff Sergeant. He earned a
Bachelor's degree in Business Administration,
Aeronautical and Aviation Management from Embry
Riddle Aeronautical University while in the service. He
was selected for Officer's Training School, and was
commissioned in December 1979. He served his
country for over 24 years. Willy was a highly
respected and distinguished officer and outstanding
military aviator. He was acting commander of the
366th Operations Support Squadron, Mountain Home
AFB, Idaho, and attached to the 391st ''Bold Tigers''
F-15E Fighter Squadron for flying duties. Prior to
graduation from the Fighter Training Unit's 333rd
''Fighting Eagles'' in February of this year, Lt. Col.
Morel attended the Marine Corps War College,
Quantico, VA. His aggressive staff work at HQ USAF
Plans and Operations at the Pentagon from 1993-1995
helped to enable the current Air Expeditionary Wing
concept at Mountain Home AFB. As Air Liaison Officer
in Charge, 17th Aviation Brigade, Republic of Korea,
during 1992 and 1993, Willy coordinated a superb
joint force that ensured the continued freedom of
South Korea. As an F-111 Fighter Weapons School
instructor and Operational Test and Evaluation pilot,
he was a driving force behind our current Air Combat
Command precision guided weapon capabilities. These
assignments showed his expertise as a fighter pilot
and military leader. He began his 24-year career as an
airman air traffic controller, and worked his way
through the ranks with service to comrades and
improving combat capabilities as his primary goals. Lt.
Col. Morel's awards and decorations include the
Meritorious Service Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters,
Air Force Commendation Medal with two Oak Leaf
Clusters, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with three
devices, Combat Readiness Medal with two devices,
Small Arms Expert Ribbon, NCO Professional Military
Education Ribbon, Air Force Good Conduct Medal, Air
Force Longevity Service Award with five devices,
National Defense Service Medal, Air Force Overseas
Long Tour Ribbon, Air Force Overseas Short Tour
Ribbon, and the Air Force Training Ribbon with device.
Willy had a love for the outdoors which included
hunting and fishing. He was a compassionate and
loving husband and father who adored his children.
''Skunk'' will be truly missed by us all. He married
Dana Fisk of California in Stanley, ID on Sept. 3,
1998. William is survived by his loving wife, Dana; his
mother, Emily F. Morel of Holly Hills, FL; his daughter,
Jessica 15; son, Colin 14; and their mother, Sharon;
his brother, Eric; and sister, Theresa and their
families, all of Connecticut. He is also survived by his
father, William E. Morel Jr. and step-mother, Rose
Morel; and half-sister, Nichole DiBacco of Panama City,
FL. He also leaves behind his best friend and cousin,
Wayne Sirois; and many other relatives, very close
friends and comrades. William will be remembered for
his wise and steadfast leadership, his loving devotion
to his family, and his friendly, easy-going manner.
Everyone he met looked up to him as distinguished
aviator, an outstanding role model, and a good friend.
We will remember him always for the enormous
contributions and sacrifices he gave to the Mountain
Home Air Force Base ''Gunfighters'', the Air Force, and
his country. God speed. Funeral services, with military
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   (More...)  Photo Album

honors and a flyover, will be Tuesday, Nov. 3, 10 a.m.
at Saint Mark's Evangelist Church, Quaker Lane South,
West Hartford. Memorial donations can be made to
the Guide Dog Foundation for the Blind, Inc.
http://articles.courant.com/1998-11-
01/news/9811010339_1_air-traffic-controller-air-
combat-command-air-force-commendation-medal
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